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State Agency and Partner Updates 
 

Department of Children, Youth, and Families (DCYF) Updates 
Spread the Word About $0 Health Care Premiums 
DCYF is partnering with Washington Health Benefit Exchange and Yakima Neighborhood Health 
Services to inform child care workers about the Health Care Premium Assistance for Employees of 
Child Care Facilities.  
Help your employees or other child care workers take advantage of a $0 health care premium. Any 
employee of a DCYF licensed child care facility can contact Yakima Neighborhood Health Services at 
ccnavi@ynhs.org or 509-574-0826 to see if they qualify and sign up. All employees of child care 
facilities are eligible to participate in the program and can sign up at any time. 
 
Early Achievers Needs-Based Grant Update 
The Early Achievers Needs-Based Grant is available to eligible child care providers participating in 
Early Achievers each fiscal year (July 1 – June 30).  
 
As of Dec. 28, 2022, 97% of the current fiscal year funds are applied for. Once the funds for this 
program are depleted, the grant will close until July 1, 2023. The Washington State Department of 
Children, Youth, and Families (DCYF) encourages all eligible providers to apply for a Needs-Based 
Grant as soon as possible because these funds are granted on a first-come, first-served basis. 
 
For more information on the Needs-Based Grant, including an Overview and Frequently Asked 
Questions, please visit the Early Achievers Pre-Rating webpage. If you have any questions, please 
email the Early Achievers Needs-Based Grant office at dcyf.needsbasedgrants@dcyf.wa.gov. 
 
Multi-Licensing Now Available for Licensed Caregivers and Child Care Providers 
In an effort to increase accessibility to high-quality child care for children and youth in foster care and 
increase placement capacity throughout the state, the Department of Children, Youth, and Families 
(DCYF) now offer multi-licensing. 
 
Previously, individuals were restricted from simultaneously offering child care in their homes while 
fostering. Multi-licensing provides a streamlined process that supports individuals to become licensed 
in both foster care and child care. Read more. 
 
DCYF Launches Caregiver Application Portal 
The Washington State Department of Children, Youth, and Families (DCYF) is making it much easier 
for individuals interested in becoming foster parents to apply. 
 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAxMjMuNzAyNjI1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL1dBREVMLzIwMjIvMTEvMDQvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8yMzIxMTM4L0NoaWxkJTIwQ2FyZS1Ucmlmb2xkX0VuZ2xpc2gzXzI0LnBkZiJ9.0zmOw3uWi4nyasLXT3joaSsAVHGCgcDSrraL2Fx_r08/s/906596023/br/153263739552-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAxMjMuNzAyNjI1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL1dBREVMLzIwMjIvMTEvMDQvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8yMzIxMTM4L0NoaWxkJTIwQ2FyZS1Ucmlmb2xkX0VuZ2xpc2gzXzI0LnBkZiJ9.0zmOw3uWi4nyasLXT3joaSsAVHGCgcDSrraL2Fx_r08/s/906596023/br/153263739552-l
mailto:ccnavi@ynhs.org
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dcyf.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fpdf%2Fea%2FNBG-Overview.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CBrianna.Welsh%40dcyf.wa.gov%7C0e166b4c11a841ab236208dae8f61aba%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638078440958546465%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DMj5ZNZMclwBa7UVcTMKPlzztwdI1%2F2l4JP2aL6DNds%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dcyf.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fpdf%2Fea%2FNBG-Overview.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CBrianna.Welsh%40dcyf.wa.gov%7C0e166b4c11a841ab236208dae8f61aba%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638078440958546465%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DMj5ZNZMclwBa7UVcTMKPlzztwdI1%2F2l4JP2aL6DNds%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dcyf.wa.gov%2Fservices%2Fearly-learning-providers%2Fearly-achievers%2Fpre-rating&data=05%7C01%7CBrianna.Welsh%40dcyf.wa.gov%7C0e166b4c11a841ab236208dae8f61aba%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638078440958546465%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RTYdFmk8JB5oRYUDITWkrKXP%2FDuLK0J0vreyuz4erpI%3D&reserved=0
mailto:dcyf.needsbasedgrants@dcyf.wa.gov
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/news/multi-licensing-now-available-licensed-caregivers-and-child-care-providers
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DCYF launched a new online application portal that streamlines the process and features user-friendly 
tools. The new portal aids efforts to increase and diversify the population of licensed and kinship 
caregivers, group care facilities, and Child Placing Agencies (CPAs). 
 
As a reminder, new foster parent applications are on pause until March 1, 2023. This does not apply 
to kinship applications, license renewals, and those getting licensed through a Child Placing Agency.  
 

Additional State Agency/Partner Updates 
Department of Social and Health Services 
For more information, please contact Tarimah Williams at Tarimah.Williams@dshs.wa.gov. 
  
No updates to share at this time 
 

Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) 
For more information, please contact Ryan Guzman at Ryan.Guzman@k12.wa.us  
 
2021-22 ECEAP & Head Start Saturation Study  
Annually, the Department of Children, Youth, and Families (DCYF) prepares the Early Childhood 
Education and Assistance Program (ECEAP) and Head Start Saturation Study to analyze access to 
Washington’s ECEAP and Head Start programs serving 3- and 4-year-olds.  
 
This study estimates the number of eligible children living within each school district boundary and 
calculates the percentage currently served. It assigns points for each district based on numbers and 
percentages of unserved children and child maltreatment rates.  
 
These data are used to sort districts into groups by priority for ECEAP slot expansion and new this 
year, the prioritization of districts has been grouped by performance indicator B6a data (% of children 
accessing a regular early childhood environment) submitted by districts and shared in the 2021 
Annual Federal Child Count and Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) Data report.   
 
Advancing Integrated and Inclusive Programs for PreK Aged Children  
Decades of rigorous research show that high-quality early learning that is inclusive of children with 
special needs in a least restrictive environment contributes to a child's lifelong ability to learn and 
relate to others.  
 
Our state has a diverse mixed delivery system of public and private early learning and preschool 
programs to build upon. However, there are vast variations in resources and quality. Information 
about available places to enroll is spread out, so families have a tough time finding services. There are 
dramatic shortages in some communities and competitive pressures in others.  
 
That is why the Governor and Legislature have asked the Washington State Department of Children, 
Youth, and Families (DCYF) and the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) to align 
services for children ages 3 to 5, so families get what they need – when and where they need it.   
 
This is a technical report of agency actions and legislative recommendations for programs regulated 
by the state or government-to-government responsibilities that must be met for children aged 3-5. As 
changes in PreK services affect enrollment in birth-3 and school-age care, impacts on these other 
programs are vital to alignment work.   

mailto:Tarimah.Williams@dshs.wa.gov
mailto:Ryan.Guzman@k12.wa.us
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dcyf.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fpdf%2Freports%2FECEAP-HeadStartSaturationStudy2022.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Ceric.lafontaine%40dcyf.wa.gov%7Cbec0bf16cb35441ef2ac08dafb26b41d%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638098441081958628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K4rOzpAUwiEp%2FanmNRBKmKv0CI9KIyHSoEYrt61a%2B6M%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dcyf.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fpdf%2Freports%2FIIPKReport-2022.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Ceric.lafontaine%40dcyf.wa.gov%7Cbec0bf16cb35441ef2ac08dafb26b41d%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638098441081958628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7JurtHLakwUbtNG6FnOzxwGTkW6UHlfYrT3ITCAeNsI%3D&reserved=0
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Requesting Access for School Districts via the ESIT Data Management System  
The easiest and fastest way to request access to a child record for a school district is via email to 
esit.help@dcyf.wa.gov . You can list multiple child records in the same email, and you do not need to 
specify which district needs access (this is automatic based on the district that is assigned in the child 
record).  
 
Sign up for Gov Delivery Notifications for the ESIT DMS system here.  
 
Advancing Racial Equity in Early Intervention and Preschool Special Education   
This fact sheet provides key information and supporting evidence about racial disparities and 
inequities for young children with a disability, and questions for state and local leaders seeking to 
advance equity for all children with disabilities and their families. What we know about equity, or lack 
thereof, for early intervention (Part C) and early childhood special education (Part B, Section 619) 
authorized under the Individuals with Disabilities Education  
 
Act (IDEA) needs further research. We have intentionally included research on school-age children 
with disabilities and on school-age workforce knowing there are insights and lessons for the early 
years.  
 
A Date with Data, Episode 16: Data Informed Decision Making in Washington State  
How states go about data informed decision making is as diverse as the states themselves. In this 
episode of A Date with Data, host Amy Bitterman chats with Julie Dean, Early Childhood Special 
Education Inclusion Specialist; Ryan Guzman, 619 Coordinator and SSIP Lead with the Washington 
Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction; and Kathy Lenihan, Inclusionary Projects 
Coordinator with Educational Service District 105.  
 
Join them to learn more about their State Systemic Improvement Plan’s (SSIP) unique focus on social 
emotional learning in early childhood and how they worked with partners across the SEA, districts, 
and the community to build a culture of data informed decision making. Now that’s evergreen.  
 

Department of Health (DOH) 
For more information, please contact Astrid Newell and Angie Funaiole at astrid.newell@doh.wa.gov 
and angie.funaiole@doh.wa.gov 
 
Update! Birth Equity Project 
The DOH Birth Equity Project is moving along in selecting a second three-year cohort. The Request for 
Applications closed in December 2022, and up to four awardees will be announced in the coming 
months. The Birth Equity Project funding seeks to address and reduce the racism faced by birth 
workers and families of Black/African American, African Immigrants, American Indian/Alaska Native, 
and Pacific Islander communities across Washington state. For any questions, please reach out to 
Caroline Sedano. 
 
Essentials for Childhood Collaboration 
Essentials for Childhood, a statewide collaborative effort to reduce child maltreatment and promote 
equitable well-being outcomes for children and families, is collaborating with the Employment 
Security Department and the University of Washington to advance understanding of how 
Washington’s Paid Family and Medical Leave Program contributes to child and family well-being (e.g., 

mailto:esit.help@dcyf.wa.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FWADEL%2Fsubscriber%2Fnew%3Ftopic_id%3DWADEL_120&data=05%7C01%7Ceric.lafontaine%40dcyf.wa.gov%7Cbec0bf16cb35441ef2ac08dafb26b41d%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638098441081958628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LeaO7JSyMd3XF6TTQ8d0bhNB%2FPiUckVfjVwFArydzJ8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fectacenter.org%2Ftopics%2Fracialequity%2Ffactsheet-racialequity-2023.asp&data=05%7C01%7Ceric.lafontaine%40dcyf.wa.gov%7Cbec0bf16cb35441ef2ac08dafb26b41d%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638098441081958628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fpcXz7WEs4kh4DSSKIxbKHeP%2Bj8WITZtYjEKHZr8ito%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fectacenter.org%2Fpartc%2Fpartc.asp&data=05%7C01%7Ceric.lafontaine%40dcyf.wa.gov%7Cbec0bf16cb35441ef2ac08dafb26b41d%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638098441081958628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KXVjsPDPTsbfe8SIwkXMskKY8%2FOPshlN%2FBpSSHi8IEw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fectacenter.org%2Fsec619%2Fsec619.asp&data=05%7C01%7Ceric.lafontaine%40dcyf.wa.gov%7Cbec0bf16cb35441ef2ac08dafb26b41d%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638098441081958628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bNGb4xjeoj5PVoX4PnqZpZ62bZiX3n2uox6YzknYbxU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fideadata.org%2Fresources%2Fresource%2F2730%2Fdata-informed-decisionmaking-is-evergreen-a-date-with-date-in-washington&data=05%7C01%7Ceric.lafontaine%40dcyf.wa.gov%7Cbec0bf16cb35441ef2ac08dafb26b41d%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638098441081958628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xyKFpMOZb8LA2%2FZMPFKZdDO8EJApVbRKH5c3Zl6DocQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:astrid.newell@doh.wa.gov
mailto:angie.funaiole@doh.wa.gov
mailto:caroline.sedano@doh.wa.gov
https://paidleave.wa.gov/
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reducing family stress, improving mental health) and addresses disparities in health outcomes 
(including behavioral health) among populations of focus (i.e., BIPOC, low income, residents of rural 
areas). Potential outcomes of the project include recommended strategies and processes to apply 
learnings to evaluate other family-based programs that emerge from policy actions (e.g., WA State 
Working Families Tax Credit), and opportunities to utilize findings to inform outreach efforts, partner 
engagement, and leverage other family-based benefits to promote child and family well-being 
outcomes. To learn more, contact Angie Funaiole. 
 

Department of Veterans Affairs (WVA) 
For more information please contact Olivia Burley at Olivia.burley@dva.wa.gov 
 
No updates to share at this time 

 

mailto:angie.funaiole@doh.wa.gov
mailto:Olivia.burley@dva.wa.gov

